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Yow bukmak – it’s Dharratharra—dry season. We have seen seasonal changes over the past few months and we have also had much 
change due to Coronavirus. This is a time when we can be thankful for our remote and healthy country. 
 
My office has been very busy working through these new regulations and helping members of the electorate who have been impacted. I’d like 
to thank the Government workers, nurses, doctors, health care workers and advocates who have been involved in preparing and planning.  
 
Now that we have a little bit of breathing space due to no new infections, I want to encourage everyone to ensure that this planning and pre-
paring is done in consultation with local communities. We need to see locals employed who can drive around communities and help to man-
age the concerns and give good understanding for Coronavirus regulations. There is a lot of confusion in communities about what is happen-
ing, and communities need to be part of the response to this emergency. Local decision-making should always be the answer. 
 
Coronavirus reminds us of the safety and value of our country. For years we have been fighting for our homelands. We have seen homeland 
schools close, minimal resources provided for infrastructure, no support for housing and yet elders have always said this is where we are 
safest. The severe overcrowded housing problem in hub towns is clear for all to see. Despite this, Government policy has ignored our voices 
and pushed people into these bigger towns. Right now, the Coronavirus pandemic has shone a light on the benefits of our homeland towns as 
well as the very poor housing situation. I am working hard for Government to support a return to country movement and begin to seriously 
invest in homeland towns, taking the pressure off hub towns. 
 
NT Government and Federal Government have brought in ways to support businesses and workers affected by Coronavirus. I have urged 
Government to work with all local governments including private towns such as Nhulunbuy, to ensure that all businesses benefit from electrici-
ty and rate relief packages. I have continued to raise the issues of high rents, high rates, limited housing, high cost of living for Nhulunbuy 
over the past few years,  and I am pleased to see that Government have responded in some areas, including the recent CBF grant for the 
4C’s complex. I would also like to see planning for solar as a reliable energy source across our region including in Nhulunbuy town, and better 
job outcomes and apprenticeships for young people.  
 
Right now, Government has postponed the Budget and Estimates Hearings which allow scrutiny of Government expenditure. As the crisis 
eases these need to be brought back so that Parliament can do the important job of asking where has all the money been spent. I have been 
asking for 4 years, and I have never had a satisfactory answer to the question about Commonwealth funding provided to the NT Government 
for indigenous disadvantage? Where is that money? Where is the money for remote schools?  
 

The news announced in April about the return of the RATE (Remote Area Teacher Education) 
program is very important for remote communities. There are many people who have been 
working on this for many years.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Many Yol\u teachers (past, present and future) who have spoken strongly on training programs and led by example.  
I will mention some of these people here.  

Rarriwuy Marika graduation – photo supplied by K. McMahon  

Roy Marika and Mowarra Ganambarr at Dr Raymattja 

Marika and Dh^\gal Gurruwiwi Graduation 1991 - 

photo supplied by K. McMahon  

RATE graduate Valerie Bulkunu Garrawurra graduating with her Bachelor Degree in 2012 

with Claire Kilgarrif—photo supplied by K. McMahon  



We have had strong local Principals trained in these programs - we remember Dr Mandawuy Yunupingu as a strong leader who trained as a 
teacher through DBATE and his fight for Treaty, two ways Education and Remote Teacher training, Dr R Marika also a graduate, and Ms Va-
lerie Dh Gaykamangu and her sister Ms Mary Gaykamangu who led Shepherdson College, strong leaders in our homelands who have now 

passed away but we honour their contribution. As well as Ms Barrawanga from Mata Mata and Ms Ngurruwuthun from the Yirrkala Home-

lands School.  
 
There are many retired teachers in our communities who still hold this education wisdom: Rose Gondarra was the Principal of Shepherdson 
College, Kathy Gothadjaka, the Principal of Gawa, many of the miyalk mala who went on to create Yalu Aboriginal Corporation. Mr Wali 
Wunungmurra has also made many great speeches to fight for two ways learning and the future of our children.  

 
And those who are still working hard in our schools - leading as co-principals and 
Senior Teachers and LPC staff and team teachers - many are award-winning teach-
ers: Merrkiyawuy Stubbs, Yalmay Yunupingu, Rarriwuy Marika, Banbapuy Ganam-
barr. Shirley Nirrpuranydji was the Principal at Gapuwiyak for many years is a gradu-
ate. Christine Birrkinbirrkin is still working at the school many years after her gradua-
tion. We also honour Ms P Gaykamangu from Milingimbi who has recently passed 
away. 
 
Valerie Garrawarra spoke strongly on this issue at Garma in 2019 and at the AEU 
conference that sparked off debate about re-establishing the RATE program. She is 
the last remaining registered Yol\u teacher at Shepherdson College.  

 
 
 
These teachers and many more have been working hard for the return of the RATE program so that the next generation of teachers can take 
over.  
Many balanda teachers have also worked alongside and supported this vision of 
team teaching and two way learning and understand the depth of Yol\u education. 
Many supported the study of the graduates: Leon White, Kathy McMahon, Ailsa 
Purdon, Michelle Wiltshire and Ron Watt are educators who are still actively sup-
porting the re-establishment of a RATE program. Brian Devlin, Nancy Devlin and 
Samantha Dispray and their book on Bilingual Education and those who wrote 
their stories tell all about the importance of local teacher training.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And ALL these experts, Yol\u and balanda, are the very people who must now be in-
cluded in the consultation and development of these courses. Their knowledge must 
underpin this course.  
 
 
 

 
This is long overdue and it is a very welcome announcement. I thank this Minister for having the courage and I ask CDU and BIITE to honour 
these great teachers and have courage to create a course that will bring real change for our communities.  
 
 
I have spent a few months on conference calls – staying home and staying safe. I have travelled where essential to Ramingining, Elcho Island 
and Nhulunbuy. As restrictions ease I will be out visiting during the dry season. 
 
ENROL TO VOTE online: www.aec.gov.au/enrol/  for 22 August 2020 – NT Parliament elections  
 

Please make contact with my office if you would like further information or assistance or to talk with me. 

Djutjtjutj bukmak 

Contact Information 
 

MLA Office is located downstairs Arnhem House, Endeavour Square, Nhulunbuy Town        
Ph: 8987 0125         Email: Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au        Facebook: Yingiya Guyula Mla 

RATE  Graduation 1991—photo supplied by K. McMahon 

Dr. M Yunupingu with Yalmay Yunupingu at her graduation with Leon White – photo supplied by K. McMahon  

Stage 4 Workshop at Yirrkala 1994 – photo supplied by K. McMahon  
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