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Yow bukmak – it’s now Dharratharra – Dry season with south easterly winds. 
 
In May, I was pleased to attend Support the Walk. Many participants walked all day. It’s important that Yolŋu elders 
take charge of issues of violence. I would like to see young men’s and women’s ceremonies happening across com-
munities. These ceremonies teach young people about respectful relationships and taking responsibility for creating a 
strong healthy clan. I would also like to see drug and alcohol rehab happening in homelands. I have raised this with 
the Minister on many occasions - that this will be the most effective way to help people kick their habits and become 
active healthy participants of community. 
 
In March, after 2 ½ years of calling for change, the Parliament removed a Standing Order that made it very difficult to 
speak in a language other than English in the Parliament. Aboriginal language speakers make up a large portion of the 
Northern Territory and we should be very proud that these languages are still alive. Many Aboriginal language 
speakers speak several Aboriginal languages or dialects, as well as English. In order for the Parliament to be truly 
representative of the people – we must have these languages in our Parliament – freely and on equal terms with 
English. I was very honoured to speak in my language, Djambarrpuyngu, and have a skilled interpreter on the floor of 
the chamber. This is the first time in Australian history that an interpreter has been allowed to speak on the floor of the 
chamber and it acknowledges that the Northern Territory is beginning to respect Aboriginal speakers and their 
languages. I am fluent English speaker, but it is not my first language. Speaking in Djambarrpuyngu allows me to feel 
the strength of my people, speak with greater confidence, and express my thoughts clearly. 

 
With this in mind, I was also very pleased at Garma to see the book launches of – 
Songspirals and Nhä Nhunu Nhäŋal- that celebrate our language and culture. My 
congratulations and thanks to all the authors, and the Nhulunbuy Primary School 

students for inviting me to a reading of Nha Nhuŋu Nhäŋal?. 

 
 

In May I spent a few days in Ramingining with ALPA. I was really pleased to see 
the workshops on country with young men who were not engaging in school. The 
program was taking young men onto country to turn their minds to practical 
experiences, like making spears and painting. These young men can identify with 
these skills and this form of education. The program was reengaging young men in 
education in a way that recognised two – way education that can connect them with 
practical trades in the future. 
 
Over the past few months, there has been discussion about the name of the Electorate Nhulunbuy. The NT Electoral 
Commission had identified that the name was not representative of the whole electorate. For this reason I proposed 
the new name of Mulka. Mulka is a word that means ‘a space of welcome and diplomatic discussions, a space where 
people can feel comfortable and be at ease’. Yolŋu ceremonies happen in a Mulka space. This a strong name for the 
electorate that reminds us of the spirit of Yolŋu country for everyone who is here. 
 
I share the concerns that are being raised about regional travel. Fares from Ramingining, Gapuwiyak and homeland 
towns to regional centres are some of the most expensive in the country. Cancellations and disruptions are also 
causing problems across the electorate and have been for a long time. I have approached Government several times 
to ask how they will assist remote residents with this problem, but they have no answer.  



This month, I have met with the CEO of Airnorth to relay the concerns of the community and to ask that they work to 
create a better service for our region. I await to hear more from Airnorth about the improvements they are making to 
provide a more community minded service.  
 
A big thank you to the people clearing the rubbish that has been flowing onto our beaches at Cape Arnhem. I have 
been in touch with the Minister drawing their attention to this issue and asking for more support. 
 
In May I attended the Chief Minister’s dinner. There is a lot of discussion about tourism and business on our country in 
Arnhem Land. For this to happen successfully there needs to be very good consultation, that allows for traditional 
decision-making, across all communities. And we need to find a balance of opening up Arnhem Land to tourism and 
business while also protecting Yolŋu country and culture, and our right to self determination. 
 
Over the past three years my job has been to fight for the rights of the people in my Electorate. I was disappointed in 
August that the Government did not change the law to include Clan elders and leaders of each child as Information 
Sharing Authorities as part of their amendments to child protection laws. While Danila Dilba, and AMSANT supported 
this improvement and many Yolŋu have talked about a need for Territory Families to share information with Yolŋu 
elders – the Government did not support the change that would allow elders in every family to be part of finding the 
solution for family problems. 
 
I am also upset to see a new Bill introduced in August: the Burial and Cremation Bill 2019. I don’t believe that the 
Govenment has any authority over our burial traditions and customs. I would like to see the Government change this 
Bill, so that we can continue to bury people on our country, without the threat of two years imprisonment if we do not 
ask permission of the CEO to bury outside a cemetery. I will continue to fight against this becoming balanda law that 
threatens our way of living. 
 
Finally I would like to give my condolences to the family and communities for the elders and leaders that have passed 
in MataMata and Ramingining - these two elders were directors of Yolŋu Nations Assembly.  

 
My dhuway in Ramingining was a founding member for Yolnŋu Nations Assembly. 
Like me, he was very upset with the way elders have been undermined by the 
ongoing Intervention and we saw YNA as one way to fight back against this 
oppression and be a strong voice. 
 
 
 
 

My dhuway at MataMata, also a Director of YNA, was strongly fighting for 
education on country, the homelands, and self determination for Yolŋu.   
Her strong character will be missed, but we will honour her and others by 
standing strong and continuing the fight. 
 
 
In every community we are losing some of our strongest elders, whose 
knowledge and understanding of Yolŋu Rom is our way. There are so many that have lost their loved ones in our 
communities, my healtfelt condolences to you all.  
 
 

Please make contact with my office if you would like further information, or assistance, or to meet with me. 

Djutjtjutj bukmak 

Contact Information 
 

MLA Office is located downstairs Arnhem House, Endeavour Square, Nhulunbuy Town        
Ph: 8987 0125         Email: Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au        Facebook: Yingiya Guyula Mla 
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