
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yow bukmak – some Rarranhdharr Dhuluḏur’ (before the wet) season news  

 
In August, I attended Garma to discuss the importance of Treaty and Bilingual Two–Ways Education. Following Garma I 
was very pleased to meet with Yirrkala FaFT and see the parents and staff working to create these Two-Ways spaces 
that promote strong parenting. I believe a strong focus on Adult literacy in Yolŋu Matha and English will give our children 
a strong ability to engage in Western education. I would like to see more training in communities that focuses on this two-
ways approach for adults as well as children.  

Over the past few months I have been to many homelands. 
During August, I was able to go and visit many strong 
homelands in the Rorruwuy-hub area within the Marthakal 
region. I am always promoting the need to support homelands 
but I feel these spaces are still being overlooked by 
Government. There is strong commitment from the ground for 
a vision of thriving homelands with many elders wanting to 
create a safe and healthy future for our children and have 
sustainable businesses. Many Yolŋu are also starting to return 
to homelands for these reasons but we really require support 
in the development of business and training on country, so that 
we can operate independently.  

In September, I was out visiting homelands on the east side of 
the electorate. There are many strong leaders and elders working to create strong communities that are healthy and happy 
places for everyone. I can see in these homelands and others there are some CDP schemes working on country. This is 
important that Yolŋu are able to be on country working on these programs and not forced into bigger communities. I 
congratulate all the work that Yolŋu and Balanda have put into working on homeland country. 

I also want to congratulate the homeland of Raymangirr, I was very pleased to attend the IPA launch at Raymangirr and 
celebrate the movement of increasing the Laynhapuy Indigenous Protection Area, creating more jobs for Yolŋu on our 
country and very importantly working to protect the country. 

Also on the topic of homelands in our region, I was very pleased to hear that Donydji homeland had welcomed it’s first 
Careflight response for an emergency patient retrieval. Our homeland communities in the region have been working hard 
to receive fair and equal access to emergency services. I have been communicating with the Minister for Health to try and 
gain improvements in this area. This is a great improvement for Donydji residents who previously have waited many hours 
for a Troopy from Gapuwiyak. Other homelands in our region also need better communication and resources for 
emergency patient support.  

Before returning to Parliament in August, I was very happy to attend the Australian Education Union and the First Nations 
Workers Alliance BBQ in Galiwin’ku. The First Nation Workers Alliance want to support the rights of all first nation workers, 
including those on the Government CDP scheme. Any workers on CDP can be supported by the First Nation Workers 
Alliance for free. The more members they have, the more power to make changes to these bad Government programs: 
www.fnwa.org.au.  

While in Parliament for August sittings, I was very pleased to present the Parliamentary Library Service with a copy of the 
book: The History of Bilingual Education in the Northern Territory. The book is full of stories from all over the Northern 
Territory and there are many contributing authors from this electorate, Yolŋu and Balanda. This book gives a pathway for 
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community-led schools through Yolŋu educators, and Yolŋu people being trained and empowered to bring two-ways 
learning into Yolŋu schools.  

Parliament also debated my motion about Government engaging with traditional decision-making processes when 
negotiating with Aboriginal communities. This is about making space for Yolŋu law. The Government changed my motion 
to state that they would engage with traditional decision-making processes ‘wherever possible’. I was disappointed to hear 
that one of the reasons for this change was because the Government must negotiate with Aboriginal organisations who 
are bound by balanda law. All Aboriginal organisations on Yolŋu country can implement traditional decision-making 
processes and can create organisational constitutions that do this – reflecting two laws – Yolŋu and balanda. This is how 
we can create a space for two laws working together. I hope to have more discussions about this with Aboriginal 
organisations and the Government in the future. 

Also in September, many police officers entered the Milingimbi community looking for young people who had been 
involved in throwing rocks at the police station and police cars. I spoke to the Police Commander about encouraging police 
officers to work closely with elders and leaders when they enter a community. For all visitors to our communities, come to 
the elders and leaders first so that we can help locate people and create a peaceful response. In the past when armed 
police have come through the community, it has created fear and anger. There are always elders in each clan in the 
community working to manage disputes, and community problems. I have been in many situations where I have seen 
these people cast aside or sent home, as outsiders are unable to identify them as community leaders. These elders must 
be supported to use their authority to maintain safe communities. 

I was very happy to  attend the Yirrkala School Graduation Ceremony in September. Conratulations to the four year 12 
students who graduated: Madawurrk, Djiwuruku, Gamburruwuy and Dhawumal, as well as the teachers and families. This 

was a very proud day for me, to watch my Yapa graduate from Year 12 and 
receive her NTCET certificate. 

I was very pleased to attend the GDH Emergency Department Opening in 
Nhulunbuy. This hospital has been sevicing the region for a long time and it’s 
great to see improvement in facilities for patients and staff. I’d like to express my 
appreciation to the hospital management and staff for many years of working 
with Yolŋu families and law, welcoming of both our ceremony and culture. 

Recently my office has received a complaint about the Electorate Office opening 
hours in Nhulunbuy. I would like to explain the Electorate Office space. The 
Electorate Office is not just the four walls in the Nhulunbuy shopping area. My 

office is the whole of the very large Electorate: 5 large towns and many homeland towns. I live in Yurrwi (Milingimbi) and 
I spend a lot of time travelling within the Electorate. I come to Nhulunbuy regularly for meetings at my office – as well as 
travelling to the nearby communities. I also travel to Elcho Island and Ramingining, and I have been out visiting the 
homeland towns. I consider all of these spaces part of my office.  

I am currently advertising for an Electorate Officer but this has been very difficult 
because there is no housing or remote benefits attached to the position.  I have 
appealed to the Chief Minister and to the Speaker to see if they can fix these 
problems.There is also a Liaison Officer - Jacko Wanambi - based on Elcho Island 
for 15 hours. I am very happy to meet with everyone and I am always travelling all 
around the electorate – so I am available in any community. 

Finally, I want to share my condolences with the family at Gan Gan. I visited 

recently and I’m very sad for the loss of our loved one. Rest in peace, Mukul. 

Djutjtjutj bukmak  
Myself, Minister for Health, Natasha Fyles and Professor 

Catherine Stoddart, Chief Executive, Department of Health 
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