
 

 

 

 

 
Nhamirr Bukmak? 

In opening I would like to once again express my condolences to the families of friends of the two Air Frontier Pilots who 
lost their lives in the tragic plane crash in late October on their way to the community of Galiwin’ku. And to all the Yolngu 
families Yothu-Yindi who were waiting at the airport for Ngarraku gutharra ngaritjpal when the plane ran into bad 
weather. My thoughts and prayers are with you all at this sad time.  

Picking up where my last newsletter left off, in late August after the Parliamentary Sitting I travelled to Kalkarindji on 
invitation to mark the very important anniversary of the Kalkarindji peoples land having been returned to them in 1975. 
The courage of the Kalkarindji people to walk off from the Wave Hill Station due to oppressive labour conditions and 
then to assert that the land was their traditional land, was so incredibly important and a milestone in the move towards 
Land Rights in this nation. It was a real honour to stand beside the immediate family members of the Late Vincent 
Lingiari who had led his people at that time.  
 

LEFT PHOTO: Second from the right is the Sonny Vincent Victor, grandson of the Late Mr Vincent Lingiari, who led the walkoff from Wave Hill 
Station and demanded return of their traditional lands, together with his wife (far right) Marian Gaykamangu. Far left is Marie Wangurru, my wife.                                                     
RIGHT PHOTO: Black & White Photo of the Walk Off  

 Source: Yingiya Mark Guyula     Source: Photograph courtesy Brian Manning and the Kalkaringi/Daguragu Freedom Day web site. 

 

Returning north I then participated in the Fracking Inquiry. Like many indigenous and non-indigenous peoples alike, I 
continue to have serious concerns about the risk of fracking and I wholeheartedly support the NT Government’s 
moratorium on fracking until the results of the Fracking Inquiry are made public.  

The major economic initiative that we are all hearing about through the media is the proposed Rocket Launch Facility, 
intended for just 30 kms from Nhulunbuy town centre. As stated in the October edition of Land Rights News, the NLC’s 
Executive Council on 21 September 2017 approved and directed the Land Trust to grant a lease of over 275 hectares of 
land near Gulkula, to the Gumatj Corporation Limited for use as a commercial rocket launching facility.  As also stated in 
that article, Gumatj plans to sublease part of that land to a private company Equatorial Launch Australia Pty Ltd (ELA) to 
construct and operate a space station.  Readers are encouraged to read further about this major proposal online and in 
particular in the Land Rights News article found at https://www.nlc.org.au/files/various/NLC_LRN_Oct_2017.pdf.  A copy 
of that article can be provided at the Electorate Office if you are having difficulty accessing it. At this stage, as the Local 
Member, I have only been briefed regarding the first stage planned for this initiative.    
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Turning to a totally different matter, the final report of the Royal Commission into the Protection and Detention of 
Children in the Northern Territory is due for release on 17 November 2017, following which we are going to see some 
really major changes to the juvenile justice system. With 95% of youth detainees across the NT being indigenous, I 
believe it’s critical that Yolngu Clan Leaders from this region somehow have a voice in decision making around 
discipline for young people from NE Arnhemland. I hope to be talking more with Clan Leaders about this matter.  

It’s been almost 10 years since the Commonwealth and State governments committed to targets to close the gap in 
Indigenous health, education and employment. Yet as we’ve all been hearing on the news, there’s been limited progress 
in key areas to date and in fact some targets have even gone backwards. Arnhemland is one of the few remaining areas 
where our traditional law and language is totally still intact, but the communities of our electorate are under enormous 
stress in reality. So to each and every one of those in this electorate who are in their own way trying to break down the 
barriers, who are trying to contribute to closing the gap  and who are in whatever way celebrating the amazing cultural 
diversity that we have here in the Nhulunbuy electorate, thanks so much for all you are doing! 

Towards that same end, I was most pleased to be able to attend the Regional, Rural and Remote Education Review at 
Yirrkala School this month followed by the Youth Forum. Keep up the great work everyone involved there! Teachers are 
working so hard across the electorate.  

It was a great pleasure to have the Australian Consul-General for Makassar Mr Richard Mathews here in Nhulunbuy in 
early October, having met previously when the Electorate Office Team went to Makassar in July. And we look forward to 
continuing to strengthen those bonds between our regions.  

Closer to Nhulunbuy township itself, the continuing long-running problem of limited hours of available medical services 
at the privately run Endeavour Medical Centre remains a very real concern for residents. We have been raising this 
concern seriously with the NT Government and in particular with the NT Health Minister. The matter falls under the 
Federal Government but the NT Government is giving support to the new service provider who is still recruiting as I 
understand and is hopeful of being able to recruit additional doctors for the New Year.  Our office will continue 
communication around that matter.  

It was wonderful to see the East and West Arnhemland teams compete in the AFLNT Chief Ministers Cup in late 
October. The players are such an inspiration to younger people and going from strength to strength.  Many thanks to all 
those who worked hard to make that such a great day!  

                                

Source: Used with permission from AFLNT    Source: Used with permission from AFLNT  
 

Thanks to all those many people who have dropped into our office, called or emailed us with your concerns. We really 
appreciate hearing from you. Please don’t hesitate to drop into the Electorate Office if there’s anything we can possibly 
help you with. Once again our office opening times are 8.30-5.00 pm Mon-Fri but shorter hours during parliamentary sittings. 
If you need to reach us during sittings when the office has short hours please feel free to call.  
 

Djutjtjutj. 

Contact Information 
MLA Office is located upstairs Arnhem House, Endeavour Square, Nhulunbuy Town        
Ph: 8987 0125  Email: Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au 
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