
 

 

 

 

Nhamirr Bukmak? 

The last 2 months of July and August has involved a lot of road travel whilst the dry season is still with us.  During the first 
week in July I attended the Uniting Aboriginal Islander and Christian Congress conference in Darwin on their invitation. The 
UAICC continues to provide ministry to all the remote indigenous communities in my electorate, so I was keen to speak with 
both them about the importance of recognising Yolngu Rom (Yolngu Rom Ngurrungu). I received a very positive response 
from both the UAICC and the UCA Assembly members present. 

In early July a team of 3 of us went to Makassar in Indonesia 
including myself, one of my Electorate Officers and a respected 
community member from Yirrkala.  Most people in this region are 
aware of the history of trade between Yolngu and the 
Makassans which continued for many years prior to the arrival of 
non-indigenous settlers. I had been planning for some time to 
make that trip but the date was bought forward when I was 
invited to be part of the official opening of a Makassan Museum 
that includes a section about connection between Makassans 
and Yolngu.  My particular interest to go there was not only to 
learn more about that history. It was also related to my policy on 
Treaty. The Yolngu had a treaty with the Makassans for many 
years that worked very well and I am keen to learn more about 
what made that so successful as a reflection on the current day 
desire of our Yolngu people to enter into a Treaty with the 
Australian and Northern Territory Governments.  I am most 
interested to understand what were the essential elements of 
that early treaty with the Makassans that led to it being so 
successful and beneficial to both parties for so many years.  

It was very interesting to see the evidence from the period 
when the Makassans were a Kingdom, of where the 
boundaries of their trade routes lay, included NE Arnhem 
Land.  Also to see quite a number of place names there 
which were exactly the same as Yolngu place names 
though with slightly different spelling.  Amazingly there are 
Aboriginal rock paintings in a remote place in Makassar and 
this is a very interesting story in itself for anyone who wants 
to look more into that.  

My interest in going to Makassar was also in relation to 
trade. To hear more about the history of trade in that era 
and to look into whether there might be a possibility for 
trade by interested Yolngu Clans into Asian markets going 
forward. There are a lot of natural resources in our region 

which have potential and often Yolngu have raised questions about the possibility of farming mud-crabs or crocodile only be 
told it’s too hard and then before you know it we hear of someone else in the wider region having started that type of farming. 
Makassans are indigenous to this region of the globe and it’s important to continue looking for ways to strengthen those 
connections.  
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On return from overseas I then had around 10 days in the Yirrkala and Nhulunbuy area. During that time I was very pleased 
to be able to attend the Bachelor Education Graduation Ceremony at Yirrkala to join their celebration and in particular to be 
able to congratulate some of the graduates from this electorate whom we are all so proud of. Once again congratulations to 
you all and your familes! 

I was honoured to be invited to attend the Laynhapuy Homelands Board meeting at Wandawuy and to hear all their plans and 
concerns. They continue to do wonderful work in the homelands of this region.  I heard the concerns of the Traditional Land 
Owners (TLO’s) for that region about children’s education in homelands and the desire for more bi-lingual education in the 
homelands. The TLO’s talked about the need for more of their people to return to homelands. After the Intervention there was 
less funding available for homelands, and as a result many Yolngu have drifted back to the larger community towns. But with 
that they have left their clan lands with an abundance of fresh food. That is taking a heavy toll on people’s health and looking 
at the larger communities we can see the direct effect of that on people’s health. TLO’s were talking about the need for more 
funds for homelands housing to allow their people to return to country.  

Rangers spoke about the need for them to have greater powers to be able to control non-indigenous persons unlawfully 
fishing or hunting on Yolngu lands.  The TLO’s spoke about health and a range of concerns.  

Many thanks to all of those who met with me during those 10 days in Nhulunbuy – Yirrkala. This is a very large electorate and 
we are really pleased that people both indigenous and non-indigenous are letting us know your concerns. We register every 
concern you raise with myself or in my absence with my staff, and our team discusses them seriously for follow up.   

During the August Parliamentary Sittings I raised concerns with the Chief Minister about the CDP Work for the Dole Program 
operating in all the remote communities in this electorate and the fact that people under that program are being fined for non-
attendance at a rate 70 times higher than work-for-the-dole programs in urban areas. It’s important to know how the NT 
Government is lobbying the Federal government to protect people in Yolngu working under that Program.   I also enquired 
about how the Government is going to better monitor its new scheme where contractors receive benefits intended to 
maximise Aboriginal employment in government contracts. The reported fraud on the previous scheme was truly shocking 
whilst so many Yolngu can’t get proper jobs. 

We welcomed your input about the Review of the Pensioner and Carer Concession Scheme and raised questions about that 
in the August Sittings.  There is certainly a lot of input from the wider community about this matter and it’s good to see the 
community being given a chance to have input into the matter before any decisions are made. 

The level of kidney failure in our remote Yolngu communities is now such that so many lives are being adversely affected.  I 
raised a question in that regard again this last Sittings and will continue to lobby on this incredibly important matter as there is 
such a long way to go in regard to services available for sufferers of kidney failure.  

Many thanks also to those who raised their concerns with me about the proposed rocket launch pad for Garma. There is a lot 
of very serious concern in the community about this proposal. I questioned the Chief Minister in parliament as to when there 
would be a comprehensive environmental and human impact study carried out, as there seems to be so many people in this 
electorate who are very concerned but feel they haven’t had a say on this critical proposal.  We are told the NLC is at present 
running consultations with the Traditional Landowners of the site.  So many Yolngu feel they will be adversely affected by any 
such development and there’s a lot of work to be done getting peoples voices heard in this regard.  

Please keep your concerns coming as every concern is so very important and we need to hear them all.  My next week in 
Nhulunbuy will be after mid-September.  If you would like to meet with me during that time please contact staff at the 
electorate office so they can arrange that.  Alternatively you can contact my electorate office staff if you’d like to speak with 
me by phone between my monthly visits to Nhulunbuy.  Our office hours are 8.30 – 5.00pm Mondays to Fridays but with 
shorter hours during parliamentary sittings.  You can always contact us by phone or email also with any concerns, questions 
or if you’d like to discuss a matter.  

Thanks.  Djutjtjutj.  

 

Contact Information 

MLA Office is located upstairs Arnhem House, Nhulunbuy Town        

Ph: 8987 0125  Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au 
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