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Nhamirr bukmak?  

 

Firstly I want to discuss issue of Constitutional Recognition, Treaty and Sovereignty. I was unable to 
attend the Uluru summit and I would have liked to have heard the discussions, however, this is my 
view… I support constitutional change that gives real power to Indigenous people such as: creating a 
bill of indigenous rights, language rights, recognition of sovereignty, recognition of Indigenous law, 
and protections for Treaties. These kind of changes would provide cultural protection for now and for 
future generations. 

I continue to support the movement towards Treaties between Government and Indigenous Nations. 
We are sovereign people and we have been waiting a long time for a Treaty. Treaty is about Yolngu 
leaders sitting together and entering into diplomatic discussions with Government to restore self-
management, self-determination and a pathway that gives space to think for ourselves. This process 
takes time because Yolngu leaders have been separated through outside forces and led in many 
different directions. Now, we are drawn back together like magnets for the survival of our culture, to 
create a Treaty. And we are in the midst of this process, we continue to walk steadily towards Treaty. 

There have been many great events in the past few months. I was in Nhulunbuy for both the Memorial 
Service for the HMAS Patricia Cam and the ANZAC day services. I grew up learning about the story of 
the ship that was bombed and the Rev. Noel Kentish being taken prisoner. Over time I came to hear 
more about this story, the Yolngu who were on board the ship and the Balanda who swam ashore. 
Many men lost their lives and some of these men were my family from the Manggalili clan. One Yolngu 
from the Marrangu clan, Paddy Bapawun, swam to a nearby island called Gurruku Island and lit a fire 
while survivors swam towards him in the night. The Service was very respectful with families 
honouring these men together for the first time at a memorial service. 

I was very happy to attend the Galiwi’ku Miwatj Health Centre Opening on the 24th May. Growing up in 
Galiwin’ku, I remember the small hut that was the original health centre, and as the community was 
growing up the health centre grew and changed and moved out onto the homelands, reaching out onto 
country. I believe this is very important, that services are reaching out to people on country and 
helping to care for people on country. 

While in Galiwin’ku  I spoke with some of the young men about sniffing. There has been some of this 
story in the media. We need government to work with local leaders and give us resources, so that we 
can provide culturally appropriate solutions to these problems. Many community members have been 
struggling with this problem for some time, and I welcome support for community leaders to be 
empowered to address the problems. 



 

On June the 1st I was very pleased to attend the opening of the Yurrwi School Literacy Production 
Centre. I would like to thank the Department of Education and appeal to them to invest more into 
Bilingual Education. I would like to see Yolngu teacher training supported by all schools, so that we 
may have strong team teachers: Yolngu and Balanda. 

While in Darwin I had an opportunity to visit the CareFlight hangar, meet the staff and do a tour. They 
are openly working across the NT with respect for all cultures. They are doing a great job and I thank 
them for their care of everyone in remote areas. 

During the May Parliament Sittings the Government budget was handed down. I am concerned that 
while Darwin receives money for things like improvements to the mall and a new museum, basic 
infrastructure in our region will be neglected. I would be happy to be proven wrong but our regions 
are grossly underdeveloped. In East Arnhem Land we need basic infrastructure like good reliable 
roads, roads that will service the basic connections between our regions, towns and homelands. This 
is infrastructure that will directly lower the cost of living and almost automatically improve enterprise 
opportunities.  

Our region has a stable population and is growing. Small business outcomes and a fewer big business 
outcomes will count enormously and roads are an asset that supports both big and little businesses in 
creation. 

I also note that the government has offered money to improve renal services. The way this money is 
used is crucial. I also prefer that services are decentralised so people are not forced to live in Darwin, 
we need full renal services in regional hospitals and renal support in communities. 

I have noted that the allocation in the budget for improvements of the Yurrwi air strip and the 
Galiwin’ku Shelter are welcome commitments. 

During parliament I questioned the Chief Minister about government support for Nhulunbuy 
community in relation to the high costs of rates, rents, transport and living. His answer suggested that 
the Government are not actively supporting this town. I have suggested that Rates and Travel 
subsidies be considered, as one method for supporting Nhulunbuy residents but the Government 
budget shows a focus on Darwin. I will keep pushing for Government support for the entire electorate. 

On the request of Yolngu teachers I also questioned the NAPLAN test. Why is the NT Government not 
actively advocating for change? Indigenous children should have culture and language appropriate 
tests to help their learning and allow them to demonstrate their achievements. 

Finally, I’d like to pay respects to the family of a great Burrawanga leader of the Gumatj clan who 
passed away in Galiwin’ku at the end of May. He was a very significant person and a well respected 
man. My condolences are with the entire family and clan. 

Please contact my office if  you have any concerns, questions or discussion. Thanks 
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