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Yuw nhamirr bukmak? Sorry if you haven't heard from me for a while, but here's 
something about where I've been and what I have been up to. 2017 gives me a fresh 
start as MLA for the electorate of Nhulunbuy after the Court of Disputed Returns 
dismissed the matter against my nomination. This means my election can't be 
challenged anymore. I know a lot of people were worried about this, but now it is 
finished so we can learn from it and move on. 

My office opened a week after the Xmas break while I did some work at Milingimbi and 
Ramingining to establish "Goŋ-gurtha" makarr dhuni forum with Gaykamaŋu 
Gupapuyŋu yothu yindi clan nation as one platform for this election. While Gumurr 
Marthakal aready has established "Ṉilŋṉilŋ'" with Galiwin'ku makarr dhuni. I stood for 
"Yolŋu rom ŋurruŋu" platform for TREATY and I would like to see the other 5 or 6 
regions around East Arnhem establish makarr dhuni within your clan nations, and this 
go under the Yolŋu Nations Assembly. Yolŋu Nations Assembly is the English for the 
Ḻuku Ŋärra' idea which is to be the Yolŋu Government made up of Ḻiya-ŋärra'mirr 
elders, that I represent in the NT Legislative Assembly. 

On Wednesday 18th Jan 2017 I attended Memorial service for the late Dr Gumana. 
During that week I spent time in my office in Nhulunbuy and have made time available 
to meet and listen to my constituents in the Gove area. During this time I met with East 
Arnhem Shire, Miwatji Health, and the Chamber of Commerce. I also met with the Office 
of the Chief Minister in Nhulunbuy. Everyone has been a big help. I have said I am 
willing to sit down, listen and learn as to how I can help represent my electorate in the 
Parliament.  

I was also given a guided tour for an hour around the Nhulunbuy Boarding School by 
Robyn Stockton (Deputy Head of Nhulunbuy High Boarding School) and Sabina, the 
Principal. Robyn is a daughter of one of my bosses when I was at Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF) in the late 1970s. I commented that it is parents and family who 
make the clear choice for where their children attend school and that bilingual 
education is vital especially for indigenous children when taught in class. Kids should 
be also taken out and taught as a class by elders on country. It is also vital that 
indigenous students have equal access to quality education in the mainstream but are 
maintaining language, cultural identity, and skills needed to live on our lands.  



Recently the Gunner Government has announced more funding for indigenous 
community schools as well as homelands school throughout the Territory. We wait to 
hear more about this. 

Although some Yolŋu parents are making choices to send their children to boarding 
schools away from home, most Yolŋu parents and leaders say they want their children 
to stay on the homelands. They say the learning centres need to improve with equal 
access in facilities, qualified teachers, teacher housing etc. just as anywhere else in 
Australia. That will qualify for closing that gap for school leavers and then into further 
studies: on the job training, apprenticeships and achievements towards better jobs and 
businesses. 

I have also approached the Department of Education about the growing discontent for 
the Direct Instruction program. I have been advised that school communities can 
request a review of the program and be part of consultations to change the program. 

Dhimurru Land Management was another Yolŋu organisation I met with which directed 
me towards caring for country, sea and rivers, coastlines, islands as well as sacred sites 
and other sites of significance. I am a strong supporter of the work they are doing. 

After the election last year I was able to meet with Alcan where we discussed about 
providing jobs training for school leavers. 

I attended end of year awards night in Nhulunbuy High School where I sponsored and 
presented two awards. I also visited Shepherdson College end of year Assembly on 
Galiwin’ku on my way to meet YBE, just a few days before Christmas. 

First Parliament sittings for 2017 will be on the 14th this month, I’ll be Darwin for a few 
days. My electorate office in Nhulunbuy is open Tuesday and Thursday mornings on 
sitting weeks and is welcome to everyone with questions, concerns etc. As my 
Electorate covers Nhulunbuy, Yirrkala and homelands, Gunyaŋara, Birritjimi, 
Galiwin’ku and homeland centres, Milingimbi and homeland centres, Raminging and 
Homelands centres, I want to move around cover these places which means you won’t 
see me at the Nhulunbuy office all the time. But my Nhulunbuy office will be open and 
my electorate officers and staff will always be there to assist anyone. Furthermore, if 
anyone wants to meet me concerning any matters call or come to my office and make 
an appointment. 

 

Contact Information 

Office Hours –   Parliament Sitting Weeks – Tues and Thurs  9am- 1pm 

    Parliament Non Sitting Weeks – Mon to Fri  9am – 4:30pm* 
*The office is always manned between the hours of 9-1pm on Tues and Thurs, at other times we may be out on 
business in the Electorate, so it’s a good idea to call first 

Upstairs Arnhem House, Nhulunbuy Town       Ph: 89870125
 Electorate.Nhulunbuy@nt.gov.au 
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